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Notes from the Editor 

If anyone has anything, they think would be of interest to our members either that they can create or would be 
interested in, then do let the chairman know as below. We would also really like a few extra helpers – you don’t have 
to be on the Committee – to especially help with research to help produce this newsletter! Contact Peter Alexander 
(the Society Chairman) at chairman@cogenhoeheritage.org.uk or enquiries@cogenhoeheritage.org.uk  

Jon Bailey  

 
Executive Editor:  Peter Alexander 
Editor:    Jon Bailey 
Chief Researcher:  Robert Vaughan 
 
Society Meetings 

Open to all: non-members just £4 including refreshments and members £3. The full programme can be found on our 

website www.cogenhoeheritage.org.uk Planned meetings are listed on page 38. 

January 27th Heritage Society Remote Talk 

The recent online talk by Ted Barnes was a success and so we intend to hold a number more until we can 
meet again in person. Our next presentation will be on January 27th at 7:30pm. Starting in February we will 
revert to our traditional meeting date on the second Wednesday of the month. The details of the link will be 
advertised nearer to the times of the meetings on the website and on local social media. To join the talk 
visit the Cogenhoe and Whiston Heritage Society Website.  All are welcome (members and non-members) 
to hear this free talk. Details of the link will be found on the society’s website at 
www.cogenhoeheritage.org.uk 
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Pub of the Month - Scarlet & The Old Jolly Smokers  

Just think, in a century to come, one of our heirs 

will ask Mum or Dad “what’s a smoker?” 

Whilst we might speculate on the demise of 

smoking, some would say that the clearance of 

The Jolly Smokers pub from the Mayorhold was 

the demise of ‘Old Northampton’. It stood at the 

corner of the Mayorhold and Scarletwell Street 

(incidentally, if you have been paying attention for 

the past 9 months, you will recall that Mayorhold 

is a corruption of Mare Hold, the place where 

Mares were penned ready for sale in Horse 

Market). 

A map from 1841 

 

Down the end of Scarletwell Street, close to the 

river, was a well (indicated on the map) which 

greatly contributed to the reputation and wealth of 

the town. Water from Scarlet Well had particular 

properties with its mineral content which made it 

especially good for dyeing cloth to scarlet, hence 

the name of the street. Its repute was known in 

the reign of Henry III and a charter of 1239 

mentions cloth being sent to Northampton from 

London. Common English dyes were black, 

brown and red, with scarlet cloth usually being 

dyed in The Netherlands. Only the finest cloth 

was dyed scarlet, and it could easily go badly 

wrong and end up a very muddy colour. 

Scarlet was a colour of some importance – and 

great expense. Various 15th century minutes from 

around the land refer to Mayors and Aldermen 

wearing scarlet gowns and it was both the official 

colour for those deputed to rule and administer as 

well as a regal colour used by judges when 

exercising powers formerly held by kings. 

John Speed map of 1610

 

 It is also understood that, prior to 1300, the Town 

Hall stood at the end of this street. But not a hint 

of its importance and its glorious past these days 

(I think the well is just behind this street sign).

 

 

 

 

As mentioned above, the town hall was reputedly 

at the end of Scarletwell Street and the 

Mayorhold. Does that explain how Mare and 

Mayor somehow later got swapped? However, 

there used to be a general market there prior to 
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1575 and it had a market cross – this was before 

the present Market Square was built and it has 

also been referred to as Market Hold, and the 

Mayor allegedly lived just nearby, although this 

seems incredulous as the housing was 

pathetically squalid for the chief magistrate of the 

town. Anyway, the reputed site of the town hall is 

where the Jolly Smokers was located. 

 
It is unclear when it was built but, on 13th July 

1883, it was advertised as a place to let. The 

description ‘now in full trade’ implies it was 

recently opened. 

  

Somewhat oddly, the new tenant also seems to 

run a courier business, and it has been pointed 

out that to keep to his advertised timings he must 

have been using a throughbred racehorse.  

 

A few years later, Mr Barrett is selling the courier 

business to Mr Robins. 

 

In 1871 the Jolly Smokers was up for sale along 

with a considerable amount of adjoining property. 

 

It comes up for sale again on 11th September 

1875 but by now seems to have become The Old 

Jolly Smokers. 
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But this reference as ‘Old’ doesn’t crop up again 

until the 1930s and the use of ‘old’ was probably 

a sales-pitch attempted implication as very well 

established.  

Inevitably, for a town centre pub, it has a fair 

share of unfortunate incidents.

 

By 1956 it had gained a reputation for ghosts and 

also being built over underground passages built 

by monks! (Tall stories to drum up trade?) 

 

Maybe ghosts scared the trade away as it ceased 

trading in 1960 and became a cafe for 6 years 

until the council pulled it down for Improvements - 

as noted above, the last remaining ancient 

building around the historic, thriving hub of 

community activity. 

 

What an improvement. 

 

Robert Vaughan. 

Based on information in the book Last Orders by Dave 

Knibb. 

 

PS no hint found of how the pub name arose 
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The Culworth Gang and the Public Executions of 3rd August 

1787 at Northampton

By Richard Blacklee 
 
Continuation from chapters 1-3 published in December 2020 edition 

Chapter Four-The Arrests and The 

Confessions 

The end of the Culworth Gang’s crimewave came 
after two of their number, Richard Law and 
William Petifer, alias Peckover (Petifer acted 
under the alias Peckover) were overheard 
bragging at a Towcester Inn one evening after a 
successful robbery. 
 
 They had told the landlord they were returning 
from a cock fight at Blakesley (off Banbury Lane) 
and were carrying game cocks in their bags. As it 
was late, the men arranged to stay the night. The 
landlord, Mr Duffin inspected the bags after the 
men had retired, perhaps to check that the birds 
had sufficient food and water. He found smocks 
and masks, but no fowl. Being aware that a local 
gang wore a kind of uniform of farm labourers’ 
smocks of faded fawn material, and black hoods 
and masks to terrify victims, Duffin summoned the 
Constable. 
 
The Constable decided that, discretion being the 
better part of valour, he would do nothing other 
than to await further events. Shortly afterwards 
the Mayo’s farm house near Blakesley was 
broken into. The landlord and the constable 
provided information to the Justice, and the two 
men were arrested on suspicion of burglary. 
 
On Monday 9th April 1787 Richard Law and 
William Petifer, alias Peckover, were committed to 
Northampton County Gaol by Justice Rev. M. 
O’Clare. They were to be held pending trial at the 
Northampton Summer Assizes on the charge of 
breaking into the house of William Mayo and his 
wife at Sewell in the parish of Blakesley. Despite 
vehemently pleading their innocence, the two 
men feared their chain of connection to fellow 
gang members, whom they knew to be actually 
responsible for the Blakesley robbery under the 
leadership of William Bowers, might lead to their 
conviction anyway.  
 
Only two years earlier an innocent man called 
James Tarry, or Tarvey, a labourer from Chipping 
Warden, was tried at Northampton Spring 
Assizes. He was hung on 22nd July 1785, for the 
highway robbery of Mr W Adams near Chipping 
Warden. Messrs Law and Petifer were well aware 

that the Adams robbery had in fact been carried 
out by their own gang’s leader John Smith the 
Elder, accompanied by his son William Smith, and 
Thomas Malsbury. Mistaken identity was quite a 
frequent occurrence. 
 
Beesley’s 1841 account says Law and Petifer 
confessed after ‘being strongly pressed’. This 
basic form of torture involved prisoners being 
stripped and laid spread-eagled on their backs on 
the floor of a low dark room in the prison. Wrists 
and ankles were pulled and attached by cords to 
chain rings, and great weights of iron and stone 
stacked onto their chests.  
 

(pressing in the 1690s Salem Witches trials) 
 

The prisoner’s diet, until either confessing or 
dying, was ‘three morsels of barley bread the first 
day, and if he lives beyond it he has nothing daily 
but as much foul water as he can drink’. 
 
Perhaps, wrongly, assuming that they were not 
suspected of being leading figures in the Culworth 
Gang and would be leniently treated if they 
cooperated, Law and Petifer confessed their 
knowledge of thirty crimes with which they had 
been personally involved, spanning back at least 
fifteen years.  
The two impeached several of their accomplices 
in the gang whose names were published shortly 
afterwards in the Northampton Mercury. 
 
Those named were John Smith the Elder, his two 
sons William and John Jnr, William Bowers, 
William Abbot, Thomas Malsbury, John Tack 
(possibly a cousin of the Smith boys as John the 
Elder had married Elizabeth Tack of Culworth in 
1761), William Tyrell, and a man called Gilkes. 
The newspaper article referred to the accused as 
all being members of ‘The Culworth Gang’. 
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Following the confessions Constables swooped 
on addresses in and around Culworth. On Friday 
13th April 1787 John Smith the Elder, his son 
William Smith, and William Tyrell, were arrested, 
initially on the sample charge of being among a 
group of seven who robbed John Richardson the 
Northampton-Oxford carrier on 18th January 1785 
at about 8pm near Brackley. They stole money 
and goods to the value of £140 (equivalent to 
about £22,000 today). Benjamin Smith, possibly a 
relative, was arrested ‘for receiving part of the 
said goods, knowing them to have been stolen’.  
 
These men were also committed to the county 
gaol by Justice Rev. M. O’Clare to await trial at 
the Summer Assizes.  
 

 
Northampton gaol around 1800. Note the male prison 
and the female prison, the old drop where hangings 
could be witnessed by the public from a meadow, and 
the more private new drop. Also, the dreaded 
punishment tread mill. A new drop was first used at 
Newgate prison in 1783 after boisterous crowds 
attending hangings became completely out of hand. 

 
An Oxford newspaper reported the arrest of the 
men ‘with pleasure’ as it was one of their carriers 
who had been robbed. The newspaper report 
says ‘the Villains drove his Cart under a Hedge 
some Distance from the Road and plundered it of 
Goods and Money to the Amount of One Hundred 
and Forty Pounds’. Although Richardson had his 
son and a fierce dog with them, Richardson was 
hit on the shoulder with a pitchfork and held by 
four men whilst the other three plundered his 
wagon. The proprietor made a public appeal in 
the Mercury for subscriptions to enable him to pay 
compensation to his passengers. 
 
Further arrests swiftly followed. William Bowers, 
on suspicion of stealing several pieces of 
velverets, and other articles of the value of forty 
shillings and upwards, being the property of Mr 
James Rylance of Manchester. Elizabeth Tyrell 
(Bowers’ girlfriend), charged with stealing, 
receiving and concealing goods to the value of 
five pounds, the property of Mr Rylance, and 
others. Charles Dixon, on suspicion of stealing, 

receiving and ‘secreting divers goods’ of the value 
of forty shillings, the property of the said Mr 
Rylance. 
 
A quantity of stolen property was recovered 
during the raids and an inventory was made by 
Justice Rev. M. O’Clare. John Smith Jnr, Thomas 
Malsbury, John Tack, and Gilkes fled before they 
could be apprehended.  
 
The arrests caused serious repercussions for 
friends and relatives of those confined to the 
Northampton gaol, for they were expected to pay 
for a prisoner’s board and lodging.  
 
However, unlike today, there were no lasting 
prison sentences designed to reform the 
unreformable. Prisoners lingered in goal for only 
as long as it took to bring them to trial, and if 
pronounced guilty of a capital offence, committed 
to hang, or to transportation. 
 

William Abbot, 
shoemaker, and 
flamboyant Clerk of 
Sulgrave Parish, 
turned King’s 
Evidence after his 
arrest and confessed 

his knowledge of a further seventeen crimes in 
which himself and confederates were concerned. 
This brought the total number of charges against 
the suspects to forty-seven. Following Abbot’s 
confession, Sulgrave church was closely 
searched and a cache of stolen goods recovered 
from a vault beneath the floor, and even from 
within the church chest.  
 
Wm Abbot reputedly carried loaded pistols about 
his person wherever he went, even during his 
sacred churchly duties. Although this might sound 
unlikely, it could be true. He might as well have 
carried weapons, for the penalty for being caught 
in possession was no worse than stealing a lace 
handkerchief for instance, the sentence of death.  
 
The advertisement columns of the Northampton 
Mercury had for some time printed 
announcements on behalf of ‘Societies for the 
Prosecution against all Depredators on their 
Property of Robbers,’ requesting intelligence 
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which might result in the arrests of those 
responsible and the recovery of stolen items.  
 
Justice Rev. M. O’Clare was said to have been 
obsessive in his pursuit of the gang, almost to the 
extent of having a vendetta against them. He 
made an inventory of the recovered items after 
the police raids. He listed the items on hand bills 
and took advertisements in the Mercury hoping 
further victims would come forward, to enable him 
to bring additional charges and arrest additional 
suspects. Apparently O’Clare was completely 
unsuccessful in his quest, despite offering a huge 
reward of ten guineas. 
 
Incidentally, the high price of the Mercury would 
have put it outside the affordability of the average 
commoner. A more affordable and popular penny 
broadside, and a half penny ‘confessions sheet,’ 
were also published by The Mercury. The 
newspaper would be folded over several times to 
save on postage costs. The Mercury’s newsman, 
William Cotton, mentioned in the introduction was 
robbed on the Banbury Lane near Hunsbury Hill 
in Northampton in November 1784. 
 

Chapter Five-The Summer Assizes and the 

final charges 

The Northampton Summer Assizes of 1787 were 
held at the Sessions House in George Row.  

 
The Northampton Mercury reported the following 
sample charges brought against the four men 
from the Culworth Gang:  
 
John Smith the Elder, labourer, aged about fifty-
three, and considered a very old offender, for 
robbing Mr Lemm of Foxley in the parish of 
Blakesley on the highway in the parish of Greens 
Norton, of a silver watch and fifteen shillings in 
money.  
William Bowers, age about thirty-six, labourer, of 
Culworth, for breaking into the house of William 
Mayo and his wife of Sewell in the parish of 
Blakesley with others, between eleven and twelve 

o’clock on Thursday night 5th April, disguised in 
smocks and with handkerchiefs over their faces, 
armed with a pistol and bill hook, and stealing 
fifteen shillings in money, a gold ring, silver stock 
buckle, a coat and hats, several shirts shifts and 
stockings, a women’s gown, a piece of new linen 
cloth, a flitch (side) and a half of bacon, and 
several other articles. 
Richard Law, age about thirty, carpenter, born at 
Culworth, for robbing Edward Jackson on the 
highway near Towcester of a silver watch. 
William Petifer, alias Peckover, age about forty, 
labourer, born at Chalton by Newbottle, for 
robbing the son and servant of Mr Warren on the 
highway near Chipping Warden of four guineas 
and some silver. 
 
The four were ‘convicted upon the clearest 
evidence’ and no further charges needed to be 
brought to secure convictions. 
 
John Smith the Elder was several times strongly 
importuned to disclose what he knew of the 1785 
robbery of Mr Adams, mentioned above, as well 
as other robberies with which he had been 
concerned. He refused making any discoveries, 
as was also the case with Bowers, ‘and in this 
resolution they both persisted’. Indeed, Smith the 
Elder and William Bowers refused to make any 
discoveries right to their last moments. Bowers 
was described by the Northampton Mercury as 
‘the most hardened and abandoned that can be 
conceived, swearing and cursing upon every 
occasion’. When a witness testified, Bowers 
declared loud enough to be heard in all parts of 
the court that ‘a man hath no more chance here 
than a cat in hell without claws’. 
 
John Smith the Elder, William Bowers, Richard 
Law and William Petifer, alias Peckover were 
sentenced to death by hanging.  
 
Although capitally convicted for his crimes, Abbot 
was afterwards reprieved, and sentenced to 
transportation to Australia for life. He was one of 
the first convicts to be sent there after the 
American War of Independence had closed off 
America for convicts. Abbot missed the first 
convoy of eleven prison ships which had departed 
from Portsmouth on 13th May 1787. The Prisons 
were so overcrowded he was detained at sea 
during His Majesty’s Pleasure on a renovated 
ship known as hulk whilst awaiting the next 
convoy. No murderers or others convicted of a 
violent crime were sent to Australia. Convicts 
comprised ordinary people forced to turn to crime 
in order to survive. Many refused to work in the 
harsh conditions found in Australia when they 
arrived. 
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William and Benjamin Smith, and Elizabeth and 
William Tyrell, were ‘delivered by proclamation’ 
which means they were released without trial or 
verdict, perhaps through lack of evidence. It must 
have been a huge relief for them to be released 
from the stinking gaol, ravaged by often lethal 
fevers. Corruption and bribery were rife in the 
legal system during the eighteenth century so 
there are any number of reasons why an accused 
person might be released. A favourite get out for 
women was to ‘plead their bellies’ when they 
became pregnant in gaol.  
 
Gaolers sold access to prisoners to anyone 
willing to endure the stench, and risk of catching 
something. The prison chaplain, or Ordinary, 
would publish the confessions and final words of 
any notable prisoners in order to sell at the 
hangings, even if he had to make them up himself 
in time for them to be printed! 
 
 
Chapter Six- The Final Letters 

Whilst awaiting execution the four men spent their 

time reading and praying. 

They composed a letter to Mr William Page, a 
Culworth farmer from their cells. Although many 
poor people were illiterate, some had been taught 
to read and write after the English Wars. Although 
farmer Page had been a victim of the gang’s 
attention himself in the past, losing some geese, 
a poem supposedly written by Smith Snr at the 
time apologised.  
 
Dear Mr. Page 
Don’t get in a rage 
We bought your geese 
For a penny apiece 
And left the money 
with the gander. 
 
It is not recorded why the gang should write to Mr 
Page. Perhaps he was the only person they could 
think of in the village who could read. It is thought 
Mr Page’s two sons, James and Richard, may 
have been slightly involved with the gang. 
Previously there had been a notorious country 
boy highwayman with the same name, William 
Page, but he was hung thirty years earlier in 
1758. It is not known whether the two were 
related. 
 
William Petifer underwent conversion to religion in 
the gaol. He, like Smith Snr, could read and write. 
He was the author of the following letter written 
on behalf of the four convicted gang members.  
 

Throughout this article, the spellings of names 
have been used as they appear in this letter. As 
might be expected, various other spellings of the 
surnames appear from time to time in various 
newspaper articles etc. He signed himself J 
Petifer rather than W. Perhaps his given name as 
used at the time of his arrest, whereas he actually 
preferred using a nickname. Nicknames were 
frequently used so that real names couldn’t be 
extracted under duress by the authorities. For 
instance, Petifer generally used the alias 
Peckover. 
 
 

 
Copy of the original letter written by the 
condemned men (by permission of Northampton 
Records office) 
 
 
Letter to William Page of Culworth, farmer 
1787 The Culworth Gang 
of Petifer, Bowers, of Law & J Tyrell and 3 Smiths 
of Culworth. 
 
Dear Mr Page 
This is to inform you that we have all made our 
last dying speechand confession they have found 
us all guilty and us are sentenced to be hanged 
for housebreaking and robbery.  
 
Dear Mr William Page 
 if us could right what us have done wrong but 
it is too late now us is in jail lay in a drear ycell 
condemned to die 
if us had took the advice of our aged parents 
 
Dear Mr Page 
 please give our kindest love to all our 
relations and friends that are at Culworth and us 
send our kindest love to you and your two sons 
James and Richard and all your Family and may 
the Lord have mercy upon us 
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Dear Mr Page 
 I hope you will tell all young men 
that you meet with take warning by our sad fate 
this is our advice to all young men bad company 
forsake and read and study the Bible 
So farewell Mr William Page 
J Petifer 
 
Please to give this to Mr William Page farmer at 
Culworth 

 
Letter given to Mr William Page Farmer of 
Culworth 
 
Pray all young men a warning take   
By the Culworth gang and their sad fate 
Found guilty all of robbery. 
Now to hang on the gallows tree 
Farewell all friends and relations dear 
No more in Culworth shall we appear 
Take our advice bad company forsake 
Shun not this warning before it is too late  
Good Bye my aged parents my 
Wife and children dear 
No more to meet upon this earth 
Our time is drawing near 
When us are dead and in our graves 
Pray think of this warning that to you us gave. 
    
John Smith the Elder left a beautiful letter for his 
wife. He asked his son William make him a coffin, 
and begs 
 
 ‘of my children to take warning from my unhappy 
end, that they may turn to the path of virtue, and 
beg of them to beware of bad company and 
Sabbath breaking, which is the wish of their dying 
father’.  
 
He added in a PS: 
 
‘My dear, desire my son John to marry Elizabeth 
Beere and beg of him to be good to her and the 
child, and take warning by me that they may live 
in comfort. I desire you will take care of these 
lines and cause them to be read to all my children 
every Sabbath Day, and I hope that God will give 

them grace to take warning’ – it is the prayer of a 
dying father. 
 
Petifer’s last letter written shortly before the 

execution was an admission of his crimes. He 

admitted that the gang had robbed scores of 

houses which ‘us all do repent’. 

 

 

To be continued next month, chapter 7: THE 

HANGINGS! 

 
 
 
Richard Blacklee 2020 
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Mysteries! All Families Have Them 

By Ann Alexander 

My husband Peter (pictured here) had such a 

mystery in his family. He 

had no idea who his 

paternal grandfather was. 

The only clues were the 

name Dudley and the 

Canon of Coleraine.  

 

 

His grandmother, Retta, 

refused to discuss the past. 

We knew that she had 

travelled to India and lived 

there for many years, but 

that was it.  

 

 

Let me go back to the 

beginning when Peter's 

father, Claude, died 

suddenly in 1962, aged 49, 

from peritonitis. This was a 

total disaster for the family, 

but eventually life carried 

on. Then, in 1963, a letter 

arrived from the Salvation 

Army, but we never found out what it was about 

because Peter's mother destroyed it... Whatever it 

contained really upset her. "Past family issues are 

best left in the past." That was the end of the 

conversation.  

When the programme "Who Do You Think You 

Are?" arrived on the scene, I became fascinated 

about how much information could be found on 

the Internet.  

I decided to give Peter a DNA testing kit for his 

Birthday and several weeks went by before the 

results came back with his genealogical profile. 

The surname Dudley kept appearing but got me no 

further forward in finding out the whereabouts of 

the missing grandfather!  

I decided to change tack and joined Ancestry.com. 

After many hours of searching passenger shipping 

lists to India, I found out that his grandmother had 

travelled to India in 1905. She was aged 20 and a 

music teacher.  

The next clue to surface was 

a receipt from the India 

Office in 1938 for a copy of 

the birth certificate for a 

Claude F Dudley born in 

1913. I knew that Peter's 

father had been born in 

India, but surely he was an 

Alexander. Who was this 

Dudley? After more 

research, it came to light 

that, on Peter's parents’ Marriage Certificate, the 

father of Claude was named as Cecil Ensor 

Dudley, deceased.  

 

I decided to pursue this lead and found out that 

Cecil had travelled to India in 1901. He had 

already run up debts to the tune of £200, which 

was a lot of money then - circa £12,000. I think 

that he was packed off to India as a lot of "black 

sheep" were in those days. He took exams for the 

Indian Police and came out top in that year. 

However, his career was brief when he was 

thrown out for drunkenness, gambling and 

debauchery. It was rumoured that he had an affair 

with an English girl and that a son had been born. 

The son turned out to be Claude, but at this point I 

had no information to prove it.  

Cecil then vanished, leaving Retta alone with her 

son. They lived in India for several years; 

however I could not find a Marriage Certificate 

for Retta and Cecil, but found a Birth Certificate 

for Claude Dudley that was registered in Poona, 

India in 1913.  
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Eventually I found a Marriage Certificate for 

Retta, registered in Bradford in 1922 when she 

returned to the UK from India to marry a J.J. 

Alexander. Hence the family surname.  

I now needed to find out more about Cecil's 

lineage. He was born in County Coleraine and was 

the eldest of four brothers, Harold, Walter and 

Claude.  As soon as I read the 

name Claude, my pulse 

quickened. This was the same 

name as Peter's father! Harold 

became the Canon of Coleraine.  

 
I knew very little about Cecil at 
this point, just his name on Peter's parents 
Marriage Certificate which stated that he was 
deceased.  

Cecil married a Stella Campbell in 1908 at 
Bangalore, India which I found in the India Records, 
and then seems to have disappeared again leaving 
her with a daughter.  

 
 
 

 

 

Records show he resurfaced in 1938 when he 
married a Henriette Parry. At this point he was still 
married to Stella! Cecil returned to the UK with 
Henriette when his health began to fail and lived out 
his final years in Brentwood, Essex. He died in 
1965.  

Did that original letter that Peter's mother refused to 
discuss with the family contain a request from Cecil 
to find the whereabouts of his son? I will never know. 
All I knew for sure was the statement on the 
Marriage Certificate. Perhaps that would explain the 
reason for Peter's mother wanting to forget all about 
it, as she knew that Cecil had vanished years ago.  

The clues were there but they didn't add up, so once 
again it was back to more research. I found a family 
tree that mentioned Cecil's name, which led to me 
contacting a family member who put me in touch with 
a possible lead. I telephoned him and we had a 
delightful conversation. They had no idea of what 
had happened. They were only aware of rumours 
that Cecil had fathered a son.  

We subsequently met up in London and swapped 
photos and stories. The resemblance between 
Claude and Cecil was strong. They had the same 
ears and strong chin. Then out of the blue came 
the information that stunned me!  

  



13 
 

The Dudley family tree went back to Robert Dudley, 
First Earl of Leicester and 
favourite courtier of 
Elizabeth 1st and beyond.  

A book had been published 
by Dean Dudley 1823-1906 
called History of the Dudley 
Family: with Genealogical 
Tables, Pedigrees, & C 
Volume 6. Of course I 

ordered it and on page 504 and 152 was the name I 
knew so well, Cecil Ensor Dudley!  

To sum up, both Cecil and Peter's grandmother 
Retta were teachers at private schools for the sons 
of Indian hierarchy. Perhaps they were at the same 
school? Once I met Peter's second cousin, things 
fell into place very quickly, as family members on 
his side had already researched the Dudley family 
and I was able to fill in the gaps in their research.  

Robert Dudley was the favourite courtier of 
Elizabeth 1st and it was rumoured that he was her 
secret lover. Indeed, after her accession, the Virgin 
Queen moved Robert Dudley's bedchamber next 
to her private rooms. However, she resisted his 
desire to turn their lifelong friendship into marriage. 
In 1560, when his first wife Amy Robsart died after 
falling down a flight of stairs, it was suggested that 
Robert had arranged it. The cause of her death 
was never established beyond belief and the 
rumours followed Robert all of his life.  

It has been said that near the end of her days 
Elizabeth said that her only true love had been 
Robert.  

Robert was the fifth son of John Dudley, the Duke of 
Northumberland. John Dudley was the virtual ruler of 
England during the latter part of the reign of Edward 
VI. On July 6th 1553 Edward died and four days later 
Lady Jane Gray was declared Queen of England. 
She had married John Dudley's son, Guildford. It was 
an attempt to keep England protestant. A few days 
later she was imprisoned in the Tower of London and 
eventually executed. Her father-in-law was 
condemned for treason and on August 23rd he was 
executed. The challenge had cost Jane her life and 
her head. She was only sixteen and was Queen for 
only nine days.  

John Dudley had persuaded the dying King to will 
the Crown to Lady Jane Gray who just happened to 
be his daughter-in-law. The country rose up in 
favour of the direct and true line and the council 
proclaimed Mary as Queen nine days later.  

All the information is out there on the 
Internet. However, I did not expect the result 
to be so interesting. 

 

What is in your family tree? 

 

1950 Northampton 
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The Deacon Teas 

For many years one of the traditions in the village 

each January was the Deacon Tea. They were 

begun by my great grandfather Josiah. He left 

sums of money in his will for this annual treat.  

The setting up of this foundation was recorded in 

the Northampton Mercury on 12th October 1906.  

“FOUNDATION OF JOSIAH DEACON 

Josiah Deacon of Little Houghton, who died on 

April 15th 1905, left the following codicil to his will  

“A Memorandum of what I wish and desire should be 

done after my decease that the school children of 

Little Houghton shall have the interest of £100 for a 

tea or treat of some kind each Christmas time. And 

the Cooknoe schoolchildren, also the interest of £100 

for the same purpose. And the widows of both 

villages, living in our houses who have paid up their 

rents, the interest of another £100 equally amongst 

them. The £300 to be safely invested for ever 

(Consols perhaps). The above to be carried out by my 

son David or his heirs and the Vicar and Rector at 

the time being of each parish”. It is proposed to pay 

the legacies to the official Trustees of Charitable 

Funds for investment in Consols”. 

The teas were held annually both in Little 

Houghton and Cogenhoe, demonstrating the 

strong links between two villages, and true to 

form, his wishes were administered by Josiah’s 

son, my grandfather David, and then by Dad from 

1939 and always with the help of the vicar and 

rector at the time, and my mother, of course. I 

remember these in the 1950s, but think by then 

they were held in alternate years in each village 

as the interest from £100 pa didn’t cover the costs 

of the event. In the end of course, the interest 

was clearly inadequate as to make them unviable 

and the foundation was wound up and the teas 

were no more. It was probably just as well as 

children were getting more sophisticated and a 

free tea and games had lost its appeal, a far cry 

from Edwardian times. In their heyday, the teas 

were an important enough event to be reported in 

the local papers with even a photograph or two. 

 

Further searches of the Mercury, revealed this 

article of 4 July 1902: 

A sensible and generous Coronation gift has 

been given by Mr J Deacon of Little Houghton 

to the children of his village and Cogenhoe. 

He has given each child between the age of 6 

and 12 a Post Office savings book with 1s, 

credited to each holder, and the children of 

Little Houghton have also been promised a 

penny for every shilling saved during Mr 

Deacon’s lifetime. This thoughtful 

encouragement to thrift is an idea which might 

well be copied by other generous gentlemen.   

Two years later, on 1st July 1904, the Mercury 

reported the Commendable Generosity of Josiah 

Deacon of Little Houghton “that on Monday last 

he visited the Cogenhoe schools to present to the 

scholars his Coronation commemoration gifts. 

During the last 12 months the scholars who have 

bank books have saved about £9 as against £15 

the previous year. A few words encouraging the 

children to form habits of thrift were spoken by Mr 

Deacon, and then his little grandson handed to 

each child his book with the gift added. The 

thanks of the children to Mr Deacon for his kind 

generosity were briefly voiced by the Head master 

(Mr R Clarke), who also expressed a hope that 

next year the total savings would be much 

greater”.  

Sadly, this was to be the last visitation by Josiah 

as he died the following April. The little grandson 

isn’t named. It would have been either David, 

then aged 6 or Reginald [Thomas Josiah] aged 2. 

David was killed in France in 1918 and Reggie 

died aged 8 in 1911. 

Richard Deacon 
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We are grateful to Jon Bailey for extracting these 

further snippets from the Parish Magazine as 

supplied by Liz Hopes: 

January 1906 

The late J Deacon of Little Houghton left the sum 

of £100 to be invested in the names of his son, Mr 

D Deacon, and the Rector of Cogenhoe-the annual 

interest to provide a Christmas Tea every year for 

the children of Cogenhoe. The money has not yet 

been invested, but Mr D Deacon and his sisters, 

not wishing the first Christmas since their father’s 

death to pass without the Tea being given, have 

kindly undertaken to provide it themselves for this 

time. The tea will be given on Tuesday, January 9th, 

in the Church Room at 5pm. All children attending 

the Council School will be invited; also their 

teachers and he Church Sunday School teachers. 

This annual event will keep green the memory of 

Mr Josiah Deacon, to whom the children owe many 

acts of kindness during his lifetime. 

 

February 1907. 

Mr Deacon’s tea to the children took place on 

January 9th. There were over one hundred children 

present and also the Council School and Sunday 

School teachers. We have to thank not only Mr 

David Deacon and his sisters for providing the 

‘wherewithal’ but the ladies who so kindly came 

and helped; also Mr Arlidge, of Hardingstone, who 

at much personal inconvenience came and gave a 

magic-lantern entertainment after tea. Among the 

pictures he shewed were excellent portraits of the 

late Mr Josiah Deacon and Mr David Deacon. 

 

February 1907 

Mr J Deacon’s annual tea to all the children took 

place on January 8th. There were 99 children, and 

with teachers and helpers there were altogether 

128. After tea, Mr Arlidge kindly gave a magic 

lantern entertainment, which was much 

appreciated. 

 

February 1908 

Mr Deacon’s tea for the children took place on 

January 23rd. About 120 young and old enjoyed 

both the tea and lantern entertainment. 

 

February 1909 

Mr Deacon’s tea for all the children attending the 

Council School and Church Sunday School was 

held on Jan 14th. After tea a capital entertainment 

was given by Prof Stanley of Northampton whose 

ventriloquism was much enjoyed by all. 

 

The tea was held in January 1910 and 1911 with 

great success. 

 

 

December 1911 

Mr Deacon’s Tea in this Parish is fixed for 

Wednesday December the 27th. The Children’s 

Entertainment will unfortunately have to be 

postponed to January or February, as diphtheria 

has stopped their practices 

 

 

 

ANOTHER SELECTION OF SNIPPETS FROM 

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS  

 

A suggestion from 1952   (who did they have in mind as 

not attractive?) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A suggestion from 1900 – probably not a good one in 

1990, but now... 

 

.  
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The Laws of Whiston 

This is an account related to Robert Vaughan by 

Gerald Law who was born in the Moat House, 

Whiston, in 1932, and now lives near Feltham, 

Middlesex, but you might know his sister, Jean 

Lee who presently lives in Cogenhoe. 

First of all, Gerald says the Moat House had a 

reputation for being haunted, and having looked 

up historical information, I see that the origins of 

the manor go back to at least the 10th century so 

it’s had plenty of time to acquire such a 

reputation. 

 

Secondly, Gerald assures me that the family is 

not related to the Laws who ran a bus service as 

described elsewhere in this month’s magazine! 

Gerald has read our book, Century of Change, 

which on page 93 mentions the Home Guard and 

shooting competitions at Castle Ashby. His father 

was Sgt Sid Law, and a crack-shot, a skill likely 

honed shooting rabbits whilst working as foreman 

on Charles Tompkins’ farm. Sid retained this cup 

on demobilisation.  

 

 

This is a photograph of the Home Guard, Whiston 

& Castle Ashby platoon, with Sgt Sid Law in the 

centre background keeping an eye on things 

Other family treasures are a military gas mask 

and an ARP whistle with lanyard.

 

Our own Terry Coles has research information on 

Benjamin Law whose grave is in Cogenhoe 

churchyard and refers to a ship lost in November 

1914, but again this has no linkage recognised by 

Gerald or his brother David. 

Gerald and I exchanged stories about the 

NatWest branch in The Drapery, Northampton, as 

we both had some work connection to that,
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and both recalled the outbuildings (former stables 

in College Street) with pile upon pile of very dusty 

voucher boxes he once had to spend many hours 

ploughing through (unsuccessfully) when historic 

cheque evidence was required for a court case. 

(the rear outbuildings with upper door to the hay loft) 

In 1948, the manager was Mr H Talbot-Butler who 

lived above the branch. By the time of his 

retirement in 1989, Gerald was the manager, 

albeit living in his own house. 

We all know of the line of Poplars along the edge 

of the playing field and Gerald says his father 

planted them between 1950 and 1952 and 

thought it was sad to see them now severely 

lopped – having consulted Jon Bailey I was able 

to reassure Gerald that these quite elderly trees 

had needed such treatment for safety reasons as 

reported by an arboriculturist - the seeds for the 

playing field grass having been supplied from 

Tompkins’ farm. 

In a recent edition we showed a photograph of 3 
Land Girls and Gerald worked with all of them. 

There was also an influx from the land army 
hostel in Denton at busy times, as well as the 
prisoners of war and conscientious objectors. 
Two other land army girls came to Tompkins’ 
from Northampton, one was named Emily 
and was the seamstress at the Northampton 
Repertory Company. 

These two wedding photographs are from the 
archive which the society holds, and Gerald 
was able to add that they show the wedding 
of his eldest daughter, with his two other 
daughters and two sons. Plus ‘so many’ 
nieces and nephews 

 

 

Lastly, Gerald recalls when Steven Hollowell lived 

in Whiston, at the top of the hill, and in 1953 half 

the village crowded around his very small, blurry, 

black and white television to watch the Queen’s 

coronation. Apparently it was the only location 

that could get sufficient TV signal. 

Another snippet from the Northampton 

Mercury 

IT’S GORN! 

So where has it gone? Recent enquiries to Earls 

Barton Parish Council have failed to establish the  

fate of this old town pump. They also had the clock 

from the church, but again, whereabouts  
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The Northampton Electricity Company 

Northampton had its own power station using coal 

to generate electricity. The location was off Nunn 

Mills Road on the River Nene opposite 

Midsummer Meadow. 

The plant was built in 1919 to replace a much 

smaller facility once based in Angel Lane – part 

way down Bridge Street. The Northampton 

Electric Light and Power Company Ltd was 

established in 1889 and originally could only 

operate within the town boundary but obtained 

permission in 1904 to operate outside. 

You can see on this map the original Electricity 

Works in the centre, with the Vulcan iron foundry 

to the east and St John’s Railway terminus to the 

south. Quite a toxic mix for a town centre 

 

From 1893 to 1897 the works grew from a supply 

to suffice 4600 8-candle power lights to 11,084, 

and the Corporation tried to purchase the 

company in 1904, just as it had tried with the Gas 

Company. However, it was a while later before 

the town’s street lamps became electric instead of 

gas. 

By 1913 the growth was so vast that a new plant 

was commissioned, and was completed, as 

stated above in 1919. Initially it had low pressure 

boilers, then Intermediate and finally converted to 

high pressure in 1956. 

 For the technically minded, this is the 

specification after much further expansion in 

1959: 

Boilers: 

2 × 45,000 lb/hr (5.67 kg/s) Stirling boilers, 210 

psi at 650°F (14.48 bar at 343°C) 

2 × 60,000 lb/hr (7.56 kg/s) Stirling boilers, 210 

psi at 700°F (14.48 bat at 371°C) 

4 × 150,000 lb/hr (18.90 kg/s) Stirling boilers, 425 

psi at 810°F (29.31 bar at 432°C) 

2 × 175,000 lb/hr (22.05 kg/s) Simon Carves 

boilers, 425 psi at 825°F (29.31 bar at 441°C) 

2 × 150,000 lb/hr (18.90 kg/s) Bennis boilers, 625 

psi at 860°F (43.1 bar at 460°C) 

 

Turbo-alternators: 

1 × 10 MW Metropolitan Vickers 

1 × 12.5 MW Metropolitan Vickers 

3 × 30 MW Parsons 

1 × 30 MW Brush 

 

In Angel Lane the power supplied was Direct 

Current and that continued and overlapped the 

new plant for some years albeit that the new 

supply was Alternating Current. 

 

This 1926 map shows the location of the new 

plant in Nunn Mills Road – incidentally, the street 

name commemorates the flour mills once 

operated there on behalf of the nuns from 

Delapre Abbey just to the south. The modern 

Nunn Mills are also shown. 
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Electricity generating stations need a vast amount 

of water to cool the generators and so are 

generally located by rivers – nuclear stations 

need even more and so in this country, tend to be 

on the coast. It would be disastrous to pump large 

amounts of hot water back into the river and so 

cooling towers were developed, generally of this 

design. 

 

These are known as natural draft wet cooling 

towers. The Venturi effect causes air across the 

top to ‘suck’ air up the tower and then water drops 

down over a vast scaffolding of timber to get 

naturally cooled. Lattice vents at the base allow 

air free passage into the tower. 

 

The structures at Northampton were dwarfed by 

the cooling towers at the Kalisindh power plant in 

Rajasthan, India, the tallest in the world. Each 

stands an impressive 202 metres tall – twice the 

height of the tower housing Big Ben and just a 

touch taller than the UK’s joint fifth tallest 

skyscraper, the HSBC Tower at 8 Canada Square 

in London’s Canary Wharf. 

Northampton had two cooling towers. There was 

one Mouchel and one Moss concrete cooling 

tower. Each had a capacity of 2 million gallons 

per hour (2.53 m3/s) with a cooling range of 20°F 

(11°C). Despite this cooling, the river along that 

stretch was known locally as the Warm Water and 

not only did it provide good fishing grounds for us 

lads, it also made the ideal location for a public 

open-air swimming baths [elsewhere these have 

the posh name of a Lido] – this can also be seen 

on the map, next to the local sewage works as 

described in the December edition of our 

magazine. Except in midsummer, the description 

of warm water would likely fall foul of the Trade 

Descriptions Act these days. 

Plants needed vast amounts of coal and so there 

was always a handy railway nearby. Later, plants 

tended to be become very large and efficient and 

based at coal fields e.g. Nottingham’s vast 

complex at Ratcliffe on Soar. 

So, it was somewhat inevitable that Northampton 

would close, and it did so in 1976, nearly 30 years 

after Nationalisation. The site then remained an 

eyesore with the towers used as grain silos. It has 

finally been redeveloped and majors as a campus 

for The University of Northampton. 

This photo from our Cyril Penn collection is his 

attempt to capture the 1979 demolition. He was a 

bit slow on the trigger and just captured a cloud of 

dust!

 

Fortunately the engine shed from the railway has 

been retained and after significant restoration is 

now the HQ for the students union. 

 

Robert Vaughan 
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The Mann’s of Cogenhoe - A Few Fragments of History

Members of our society will be aware of the 

historic association that Cogenhoe has with the 

Mann family and their business of manufacturing 

shoes in the village.  

Fragments of the story keep arising but, as of 

now, there is no comprehensive account ... but 

maybe one day! 

These are some interesting elements that have 

come to light from recent research in local 

newspapers. 

For a start, it is widely known that Manchester 

House, along Whiston Road on the edge of the 

village, was built by the Mann’s, and occupied by 

the son who managed the business and gained 

its name to commemorate their business 

foundations in Manchester.  

 

However, there is little explanation of the 

‘Manchester’ business. But this notice in The 

London Gazette from 13th February 1883 puts 

more flesh on the bone. 

 

The ‘new’ factory, the one that burnt down in 

1909, was opened in 1877 and the occasion was 

noted in the Northampton Mercury. Inevitably the 

notable local families of Deacons and Sharmans 

are also mentioned. My money would have been 

on Sharman being the builder but here we can 

see different.  

 

 

It was worrying times in 1916 but, thankfully, the 

son Drummer Mann, survived that conflict. And 

Cogenhoe has achieved the spelling that 

henceforth remains constant. 

 

 
 

The termination of shoe production in Cogenhoe 

is also something not widely documented. In the 

September magazine edition it was speculated 

that the rise of enormous factories, such as 

Manfield’s in Northampton might have been 
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responsible for such closure. But now we can see 

from this report in The Northampton Mercury of 

15th February 1952 that the business didn’t fail but 

was sold to Stricklands and absorbed by them, 

with our local facility and many loyal long-

standing employees being made redundant. 

 

The brother of TC Mann was JC Mann who died 

in 1931. We have this extract from the paper 

kindly provided by Kate Mordue, nee Greaves, a 

former village resident. JC Mann was her great, 

great grandfather. 

.

 

The commemorative 

Green Plaque for the 

home of TC Mann can be 

found via this QR code. 

 

 

 

Robert Vaughan 



22 
 

Northampton Infirmary 1777 

This cross-references the Cogenhoe Militia list 

1777 with Infirmary records of that time. 

The English Militia Lists for 1777 cover the whole 

county of Northamptonshire except the Soke of 

Peterborough. The men named in the lists were 

raised to defend the country against invasion or 

rebellion, but not for service overseas, and were 

required to carry out 28 days training every year. 

The Northamptonshire lists recorded the names 

of 13,741 men.  

The Cogenhoe Militia List for 1777 contains the 

names of the following 20 men of the parish as 

listed by John Paine the constable.  

Thomas Ashby, Henery Attewell, James Bedford, 

Richard Cox, Thomas Devenshire, Joseph Dunn, 

John Faulkner, Samuel Flindel, Willm Garner, Will 

Gayton, Danil Higgins, Hugh Higgins, Willm 

Higgins, George James, Willm Molton, Joseph 

Moris, Willm Moris, Thomas Palmer, Steven 

Spencer, Thomas Valintine.  

Most men aged between 18 and 45 who were 

deemed able-bodied were included in the list. So 

how fit and able were the listed men? 

Northampton Infirmary was founded in 1743, 

opening in a large house on George Row in the 

centre of Northampton, opposite All Saints 

Church. Subscribers or benefactors to the 

Infirmary, paying one guinea or more annually, 

were entitled to write a letter of recommendation 

for an ill patient to be admitted for treatment. It 

was incumbent on the patient that they should be 

so poor as not to be able to pay for their 

treatment themselves.  Generally, the admission 

day was a Saturday. 

Consulting the inpatient registers for 1777 and 

one year either side, the following Cogenhoe men 

fitting the age profile for the Militia List can be 

found. 

Joseph Morris, 30; Thomas Palmer, 18; Steven 

Spencer, 27; these three men were entered on 

the Militia List.  

The next four persons were not on the Militia List. 

John Busby, 32; Joseph Palmer, 23; Thomas 

Spencer, 21; John Sturman, 29; and, therefore, 

probably not fit and able-bodied. However, all four 

were relatively young men so would they have 

fitted into one of the exemption categories, e.g. 

poor with several children. Further research into 

the parish registers would be necessary to 

answer this question. 

Joseph Palmer was admitted to the Infirmary on 

30th March 1776 suffering from a Sprain, which 

had lasted three months; he spent 14 days in the 

Infirmary and was discharged on 13th April 1776, 

cured. 

Joseph Morris was admitted on 4th May 1776 with 

a sore finger. Joseph was an inpatient for 91 days 

(so presumably something more serious than just 

a ‘sore finger’) and was discharged cured on 3rd 

August 1776. 

Thomas Spencer, admitted on 25th January 1777 

with a sprained wrist which he had suffered with 

for four years, was in the infirmary for 28 days 

and was discharged 22nd February 1777, cured. 

John Sturman was admitted on 22nd November 

1777 suffering with pain of the bowels. He was an 

inpatient for 120 days and discharged 22nd March 

1778, cured. 

Thomas Palmer was admitted on 10th January 

1778 with a fever. Thomas was an inpatient for 42 

days, then made an outpatient on 21st February 

1778, and discharged cured on 13th June 1778. 

John Busby was admitted 26th September 1778 

with a lacerated wound to his arm. He was in the 

infirmary for 56 days and discharged on 21st 

November 1778, cured. 

Steven Spencer was admitted on 14th March 1778 

suffering from cutaneous eruptions (eruptions of 

the skin, like dermatitis, eczema, etc.). Steven 

was an inpatient for 14 days and discharged on 

28th March, cured. 

All seven men were pronounced cured upon 

discharge from the Northampton Infirmary. Only 

John Sturman was in the Infirmary at the time the 

Cogenhoe Militia List was compiled which would, 

presumably, exclude him from the list; 

interestingly he was also the longest inpatient.  

By Fred O’Dell  

Archive and Museum Service  

Northampton General Hospital 
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Robert Burns and Northampton 

 

It’s that time of year again when the 

fatted Haggis is to be sacrificed 

and grown men put on a skirt 

to drink whisky and tell tall tales.  

 

 

January 25th is 

commemorated throughout 

the land as the birthday of 

Robert Burns, the national 

hero and poet of Scotland. 

Events are held to celebrate 

and often there are readings 

from his works.  

Robert Burns was born 25th January 1759, into a 

desperately poor farming family and those hard 

years contributed to his early death from heart 

failure on 21st July 1796 in Dumfries aged just 

37.  

In his short life he wrote 550 poems and songs, a 

number about Elizabeth Burnett – not his wife – 

but one of the four women who bore him 12 or 13 

or 14 children depending on which author you 

believe.  

One work not often quoted is The Souters of 

Selkirk, and that is the link to Northampton. 

What?, I hear you ask with some incredulity. . 

Well, here is the piece written to the bravery of 

the Souters on the fatal battle field of Flodden. 

“Up wi’ the Souters of Selkirk, 

And down w’ the Earl of Home; 

And up wi’ a’ the braw lads 

That sow the single soled shoon” 

 

The Souters are shoemakers and their patron is 

St Crispin: The Saints Crispin and Crispinian 

(twins) are the Christian patron saints of cobblers, 

curriers, tanners, and leather workers. They were 

beheaded during the reign of Diocletian; the date 

of their execution is given as 25 October 285 or 

286. 

 

 
So, Northampton, with its shoemakers and 

Crispins Hospital, is inextricably linked to Robert 

Burns. If you would like to celebrate with more 

vigour than usual then this may assist: - 

 

How to Grow Your Own Haggis 

Haggis is best grown from cuttings from the 

parent tuber than from seeds. Make sure that you 

buy your haggis tuber from Scotland. Beware 

French or Romanian imitations. 

Take a sharp knife - my aunt used her tongue, but 

I wouldn't recommend that on hygiene grounds - 

and cut cubes of the haggis tuber 5cm square.  

Take an old cup and fill it with sheep dung. Water 

liberally. After a week, dust the bottom (the 

cutting's, not yours) with a rooting hormone 

powder. Buy the best 'Robbie Burns' compost and 

plant the cuttings in the compost. Place them on a 

radiator so that they get bottom heat. 

After ten days, your haggis cuttings should sprout 

little white fingers. Transfer them to your 

conservatory; if you haven't got a conservatory, a 

garage works fine. At the end of December 

harvest them, and put them in a dark cupboard 

for about 3 weeks. On Burns day cut open your 

Haggis and fill with a lamb’s stomach, oats, deer 

liver and a chopped onion. The final secret 

ingredient is a leg - it's your leg which I have just 

pulled! 

Robert Vaughan 

Try this if your stomach finds the Haggis a little 

unsettling 
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Little Houghton, Militia List 1777 

Northamptonshire Militia Lists exist for 1758–1831. The Militia was a part-time voluntary force organised by 

county. These militias were created by the Militia Act of 1757 and they became the Special Reserve in 

1908. Every parish in England and Wales was obliged to create lists of males aged 18 to 45, and to hold a 

ballot to choose those who had to serve in the Militia. 

Two lists were created each year from 1758–1831: 

• militia lists (of all men) 

• militia enrolment lists (of men chosen to serve) 

The lists should provide an annual male census for the local area, giving details about men and their family 

circumstances. They are held in local archives but the coverage of the country is not complete. In 1881, the 

army was reorganised and militia regiments were attached to units of the regular army, taking on the new 

regiment’s name in the process. 

Of the several series of militia lists that exist for Northamptonshire, those for 1777 are the only ones to 

cover the whole of the county except for the Nassaburgh Hundred (better known as the Soke of 

Peterborough so, they are rather unique). 

This is the list for Little Houghton. It was always a larger village than Cogenhoe. Richard Deacon has 

highlighted an apparent anomaly as Robert Deacon is described as a labourer and yet it was a Robert 

Deacon who purchased the Little Houghton estate. Not yet clear if there were two ‘Roberts’ or if he won the 

lottery. Hopefully, Richard will be able to clarify in due course. 

 

We have now published lists for Cogenhoe, Whiston and Little Houghton. If there is another 

Northamptonshire Parish you would like to know about then please let us know. 

Robert Vaughan 
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Bygone Buses: The Laws of Brafield 

Extract from a pamphlet, with kind permission of the author, Roger Warwick. 
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This is an additional photograph, owned by and 

reproduced with permission of Steven Hollowell. It 

shows Tan Law, Bill Law’s father who started the carrier 

business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northampton had its own Crapper 
A follow up to the December article on Thomas Crapper
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1782 & A Chaldron of Coal

 

The chaldron was used as the measure for coal 

from the 13th century, measuring by volume 

being much more practical than weighing low-

value, high-bulk commodities like coal. It was not 

standardized, and there were many different 

regional chaldrons, the two most important being 

the Newcastle and London chaldrons. The 

Newcastle chaldron was used to measure all coal 

shipped from Northumberland and Durham, and 

the London chaldron became the standard 

measure for coal in the east and south of 

England. 

John Blenkinsop’s pioneering locomotive pulling 

several chaldrons (1813) 

Many attempts have been made to calculate the 

weight of a Newcastle chaldron as used in 

medieval and early modern times. Coal industry 

historian John Nef has estimated that in 1421 it 

weighed 2,000 lb (907 kg), and that its weight 

was gradually increased by coal traders due to 

the taxes on coal (which were charged per 

chaldron) until 1678 when its weight was fixed by 

law at 52 1⁄2 long hundredweight (5,880 lb; 2,670 

kg), later increased in 1694 to 53 long 

hundredweight (5,940 lb; 2,690 kg). 

A London chaldron, on the other hand, was 

defined as "36 bushels heaped up, each bushel to 

contain a Winchester bushel and 1 imperial quart 

(1.14 L; 1.20 US qt), and to be 19 1⁄2 inches (495 

mm) in diameter". This approximated to a weight 

in coal of around 28 long hundredweight or 3,140 

lb or 1,420 kg. 

The chaldron was the legal limit for horse-drawn 

coal wagons travelling by road as it was 

considered that heavier loads would cause too 

much damage to the roadways. Railways had 

standard "chaldron wagons" which were about 10 

ft (3.05 m) long and around 6 ft 3 in (1.91 m) high.  

 

The value of a chaldron of coal depended on the 

size of the lumps of coal and also their water 

content. Unscrupulous merchants would 

purchase their coal in lumps as large as possible 

then sell them in smaller sizes. This was 

abolished by the Weights and Measures Act of 

1835, which legislated that from January 1836 

coal was only to be sold by weight. 

Robert Vaughan 
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Our Heritage Matters – March 2009 

An article from a previous edition 

 

 

 

 

 

A metal token recently found by metal detectorists 

in farmland of a nearby village 
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Cogenhoe in the 18th Century 

A report on our recent talk. 

Driven by the circumstances of Covid-19, 

December saw the launch of a new service for 

members with a presentation via ZOOM on the 

internet. It was with some trepidation and 

scepticism that we took this step. But, what a 

success! No doubt aided by the subject matter 

and the ever-popular Ted Barnes. The evening 

commenced with lots of chatter as people, also 

new to this style of communication, exchanged 

greetings, and in that way it was like being back 

in the Village Hall. 

 

We had 26 connections log-on to the presentation 

which meant that some 35 people were attending. 

This is as many as we’ve had to any talk over the 

past few years for which we have record. 

So, a big ‘very well done and thank you’ to Ted 

for whom this was also a new step forward in The 

Brave New World. And, of course, none of this 

would have been possible without our Director Of 

Broadcasting, Jon Bailey, ‘the man with his finger 

on the button’! 

The technical glitches were minor, but just as we 

go to print, I am able to report that the recording 

has been modified to make blurred the feature of 

some people in their homes watching the show, 

which had raised privacy issues. This was a 

learning experience and next time the glitches will 

be ironed-out. 

Yes indeed, there is going to be a next time so 

pencil-in 27th January to ZOOM again. Full 

details in due course. In fact, it is now likely 

that the majority of 2021 presentations and the 

AGM will be via the internet. 

The video of the presentation can be found 

here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE48kSYz2Hw 

 

Or via this QR code 

 

 

Peter Alexander, Chairman 

Cogenhoe and Whiston Heritage Society 

 

 

This writer must have had Bridge Street on a 

Friday night in mind .............in 1888 

 
 

Sometimes, you just have to laugh in the face of 

adversity.. 
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Birthday News from the Northampton Mercury January 1952   
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News from January 1721 
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Society Publications 

The Society has publications for sale (the cd will be free with any book purchase). Please ask a committee 

member or email    enquiries@cogenhoeheritage.org.uk.  
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Planned Meetings

Please See website for details of January meeting. 

 

Wednesday 10 February 2021 - The Home Guard - Chris Bazeley 

The talk considers the national and local scene with anecdotes from former members.  What led to the formation of 

Dad’s Army and what did they actually achieve? 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 - Annual General Meeting followed by The History of Country Houses since 1900 - 

Neil Lyon 

This illustrated talk traces the changing fortunes of the principal houses and landed estates over the past century. It is 

not a story of decline and fall; on the contrary, it is the story of survival and the renaissance of our local country 

houses. 

Answers to the December Bumper Quiz  

The quiz took two pages to set out the 100 questions and so it was thought that it would unreasonably dominate this 

edition to include all the questions and answers. So, for this month the answers will be published as a document on 

our website under the PUBLICATIONS tab. However, this will be towards the end of January to give all readers a fair 

chance to complete the quiz and submit their answers for our competition! Something challenging to do during the 

restrictions in our new Tier. Hence no new quiz this month as you haven’t completed the last one yet! 

Society QR Codes 

Just a reminder of three QR codes which your smart-phone should recognise and take you easily to various websites. 

Just point the phone camera at it. 

Society Website        The Green Plaque Heritage Trail Facebook Page   
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Copyright Statement: The images and text used on this site are published in good faith and are the copyright of 

acknowledged holders or of Cogenhoe & Whiston Heritage Society, acting within its own right or with the permission 

of donors and contributors. If anyone has a specific issue over an image or article, they should contact the Society 

immediately so that the matter can be resolved. The Society encourages the use of the text and images for personal 

and educational work and is prepared to waive its copyright in these circumstances. The Society reserves all its rights 

with regard to commercial reproduction. However, requests for the use of Society images in commercial publications 

will be given sympathetic consideration. 

 


